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   Aleph Preschool Biting Policy 
The safety of the children at Aleph Preschool is our primary concern. Our biting policy 
addresses the developmental nature of biting, the actions taken to prevent bites, 
protocols for the aggressor and victim when bites do occur and process followed if 
biting becomes an ongoing concern. 
Biting as part of Child Development 
A child may exhibit biting or other unwanted behavior, most commonly between the 
ages of 13-24 months. There are developmental stages in which biting may be more 
likely to occur, such as: 

 Teething 

 Sleep disruptions 

 Weening 

Most children experience these developmental milestones, but not all children will 
bite. Children who exhibit these behaviors may now be exhibiting a learned pattern of 
behavior. A learned pattern of behavior just means that now this behavior works for 
the child in the group setting. Common reasons for unwanted behavior may be: 

 Lack of communication skills 

 Lack of appropriate social interactions 

 Attention seeking behavior 

 Hungry or tired 

Proactive Approach 
We partner with Behave Your Best to proactively teach children the skills needed to 
successfully navigate the classroom. While there are many ways to effectively 
resolve biting or a learned pattern of unwanted behavior, our general approach 
involves partnering with Behave Your Best and following the procedures listed below: 

 Identify social and communication skills that will replace the unwanted behavior 

 Identify proactive teaching moments and provide training to the teachers to continue 

to provide opportunities to teach 

 Written recommendations after our observation and follow up with the teachers to 

provide support as requested. 

 The administration will notify Behave Your Best when a child engages in a pattern of 

unwanted behavior. Behave Your Best will schedule an observation of the classroom 

or child. 

Protocols for when a bite occurs: 
For the biter:  
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 The teacher will silently stop the unwanted behavior  

 When the child’s Light Switch is “on”, the teacher will go back and teach the skills the 

child did not use the first time. 

 The teacher will write an incident report in Tadpoles, sending a copy to the 

parents/guardians and the child’s portfolio, fill our CABC form (see attached) and 

send to Behave Your Best 

 Teachers and administration will confer to discuss the context of the bite and if any 

adjustments on the part of the center are necessary. The administration will discuss 

their plan with Behave Your Best. Behave Your Best will provide support as 

requested from the administration. 

 

For the victim: 
 The teacher will silently stop the unwanted behavior and focus their attention on 

the child that was bit. 

 The teacher will administer first aid (washing with soap & water, applying a 

bandage as needed, and ice). Should the wound require medical attention, 

parents will be notified immediately. 

 The teacher will write an incident report (with picture) in Tadpoles, sending a copy 

to the parents/guardians and the child’s portfolio.  

Protocols for multiple bites 
 Behave Your Best will do an observation and identify social and communication skills 

that will replace the unwanted behavior. For example, if the child displays unwanted 

behavior to get a toy from a friend, Behave Your Best may recommend teaching the 

child to share with peers. 

 Identify proactive teaching moments and provide training to the teachers to continue 

to provide opportunities to teach. Behave Your Best will model the techniques while in 

the class room and provide examples of the best time to teach the children the 

replacement behavior. 

 Written recommendations after our observation and follow up with the teachers to 

provide support as requested.  

Process for Ongoing Bites  
 The Director will call parent/guardian to discuss the situation and provide an update. 

At the discretion of the Director the child may be sent home for the day/or multiple 

days. 

 If deemed necessary for the safety of all children in the class, an additional teacher 

may be hired for the classroom (at the cost of the biter’s family).  

 If deemed necessary for the best interests of the child, or other children, the child will 

be de-enrolled. Written warning will be given to the families before that action will be 

taken.  

 Behave Your Best is not responsible for the implementation of the recommendations. 

Behave your Best is not responsible for the child’s retention or dismissal from Aleph 

Preschool. 
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Biting confidentiality: In compliance with the NAEYC confidentiality guidelines, Aleph 
Preschool staff with maintain complete confidentiality of all children involved when 
notifying parents that their child has been bitten or bit another child. 
 

 


